scouts, and shared a posteriori the shame of anti-Semitic laws on the status of Jews as well as the return of refugees from Nazi Germany. 6 With the exception of Jean Suret-Canale , the uprisings of Setif (Algeria), Indochina and Madagascar in 1945-47 seemed to be of little concern to them. This generation would also escape the draft during the Algerian war in which it did not interfere.
other institutions with a more diverse course. 9 At an average of 24 years its members left for Africa where, unlike the researchers of today, they resided "at home" for years. Almost all of them contributed to the periodical Notes africaines, published by the Institut français d'Afrique noire (French Institute of Black Africa) wishing to address a broad audience with this magazine. 10 Their work was placed under the yardstick of an old program. While France committed itself much more than before 1945 to the construction of roads, hospitals, schools, ports, etc, 11 the Empire still recorded its possessions. It drew up ethnic maps (ethno-demographic maps of West Africa, published between 1952 and 1962), 12 and finished the inventory of the continent (soil, flora, fauna) and especially that of human beings and societies within the genre of ethnic monographs.
The paternal grandfather of Jacques Lombard was a Savoyard wine merchant from Pralognan-la-Vanoise where the family house was already a century old. His father, a sales representative, went to Paris where the Halle aux vins (wine market) was located; his mother was a housewife. Born in the 12th arrondissement, Jacques Lombard attended high school in his district. After his baccalaureate, the two years of preparation for the entrance examination of the "Colonial School" that comprises the Henri IV Lyceum (the best French high school with special classes to prepare for the examination giving access to the state's official high schools), he enrolled in the faculty of law, a subject that had been included in the curriculum.
Failing the examination, Jacques Lombard never became a colonial administrator, but still dreamt of distant lands. One element to The conditions were tough. Arriving in Guinea in 1947, Balandier had been installed behind the leprosarium, which he had to cross to reach a tiny villa with a camp bed. 13 In Abomey Paul Mercier had had a well dug 41 meters deep for water; 14 the generator only worked for two hours a day and there was neither a telephone nor a radio. However, these researchers were not on a mission for two or six months, but settled permanently. The European population of Abomey was mostly made up of single men: young military doctors, who went from Indochina to Africa (and who had never performed a childbirth), a few business managers on whom the companies imposed two years of presence before authorising them to bring their wives, and a few couples: for instance, a judge, his assistant, a teacher and his wife who directed the school for girls with a single class of 45 pupils. Jacqueline Lombard would replace her during a year. Between 1959 and 1961 , an Institute of university studies was created comprising faculties of law, medicine, science, pharmacy, literature and the humanities. Fougeyrollas held a position in psychology, Robert in history, Thomas in sociology. Pelissier joined them for geography. In the American campus style, soon magnificent buildings rose near the sea that separated large green spaces. The only inconvenience was that landings and take-offs disrupted the lectures of the teachers as the building were located near an airfield. Administratively the University of Dakar became a "full university" in 1962 and specific arrangements left it in the care of the French Ministry of National Education. Supported financially by this ministry, the university was a French administrative enclave in Senegal and would continue to be ruled by French rectors until 1968. Thomas became dean, was appointed full professor without the ministry taking away his position as director of a study course. He then called Jacques Lombard to his side. Thomas gave the course in general sociology, Lombard that in political sociology. Jean Girard, a pupil of Roger Bastide, joined them in 1966 after presenting a postgraduate thesis titled "Dynamique de la société Ouabé, lois des masques et coutumes" (1965) .
In the wake of hopes raised by the independence, the years from 1960 to 1964 were exhilarating according to Lombard. 31 But, according to him, the situation deteriorated immediately. As the most fortunate Senegalese sent their elder sons to study in the United States or in France, where they prepared for the examination of the Grandes Ecoles, the entire student body of the university was almost exclusively made up by the offspring of small and medium functionaries. The first ones returning to Senegal automatically obtained the jobs that the second ones aspired. Therefore, well before having finished their studies these last ones became a group of discontented ones. In order to obtain an increase in their scholarship they regularly went on strike throughout the year 1966. The French Ministry of Education, however, 30 Pierre Fougeyrollas was a philosopher who came to cooperate after having participated in the first issues of the journal Argument; Alain Robert was a historian who would soon investigate the ancient Saharan cities. 31 Private conversation.
granted the creation of a master's degree in sociology, as already planned. In fact, the students went on strike again during most of the year 1967. Then came the student protests of May 1968, which had an immediate effect on Senegal. That spring, Dakar experienced social and political unrest. The university was closed and students, especially those of the sociology department, occupied the campus. The army intervened with overriding violence, as the almost illiterate soldiers were not prepared for this kind of event. Unlike the student protests in Paris, deaths had to be mourned in Dakar. Lombard, who had travelled to France for his annual leave, found the doors of the department of human sciences closed upon his return in September. Various pleas were unable to change the Senegalese government's decision to close an institution that was "more revolutionary than utilitarian" in the following academic year. It proposed to "freeze" the positions occupied by French teachers. In France, the ministry that ensured the salaries had promised to create many positions in French universities and took the opportunity to repatriate those posted in Dakar. The event was undoubtedly unique: French academics returning from Dakar to the metropole, with their posts under their arms. It was up to them to find a host university to which they could be assigned. Pierre Fougeyrollas remained, however, choosing to accept the direction of the Institut 1977 . Both in the department and within the university, the convictions of Lombard attracted many enmities. It must be said that he did not hesitate in the 1990s to declare in his classes that a rigorous comparison of unemployment rates in France and Germany should include the fact that women were little employed in the latter country, and he went on to stress that our young people were now left to their own devices "because the state and the school had no means to deal with them" (one can sense the reactions).
He contributed to the first Histoire générale de l'Afrique noire (General History of Black Africa), edited by Hubert Deschamp (1970, Teaching until his retirement both first year classes (which he found essential) and a doctoral seminar, Lombard drew from his lectures an Introduction à l'ethnologie (1994) which, presenting itself as a story, saw four editions and several translations. Two decades earlier, his L'anthropologie britannique contemporaine (1972) was a small sensation being the first comprehensive study of British anthropology not only in France but also abroad.
Within the Institute of Sociology Lombard spent a great deal of his time supervising PhD students. In this period France still granted many thesis scholarships to African students who arrived in large numbers at the Lille department to study development. Usually Gabriel Gosselin or Jacques Lombard supervised them. The Institute of Sociology at the Lille University of Sciences, together with the economists, must have been one of the foremost training centres for development in those days. It should be noted that while welcoming and supervising young doctoral students, Lombard regretted that Africa trained so many young people in the human sciences, in economics and in law ("the unemployed of the future," he would say), when, in his view, Africa needed technicians and engineers as a matter of priority. With the same degree of responsibility he did not wish to develop anthropology within the Institute of Sociology, which became a joint Institute of Sociology and Anthropology only after his retirement. He explained this in an interview with Rita Cordonnier, 38 stressing a necessary link between training and existing professional opportunities. According to him: "The only possibility of reforming the university system in an efficient way" would be a training that is as versatile as possible with "a system of non-specialisation (...) in the manner of university colleges such as existed in the United States." To train sociologists or anthropologists was to condemn most students, whose social situation was already precarious, to unemployment. As a minimum, a socioeconomic education was needed (pp. 31-33).
Disappointed by the aftermath of the independence he had experienced with such enthusiasm, Lombard did not desire to return to Africa: too many malpractices, too many state coups, too much indiscriminate violence. In his latest texts, he returned to the anthropology of law, contributing to La violence et l'état: formes et évolution d 'un monopole (1993) and writing chapters for the volumes of the Histoire des moeurs, edited by Jean Poirier (1991).
Always involved in community life, his retirement allowed him to devote more fully to voluntary work within the French Consumer Union (UFC-Que Choisir) where he dealt more specifically and with infinite patience with over-indebtedness but also, and still on a voluntary basis, as a representative of users of the Regional University Hospital of Roubaix where he held a weekly office for years. He travelled a lot and according to his wife visited 45 countries. Affected by Parkinson's disease, Jacques Lombard passed away on 5 September 2017 after spending the last two years of his life at the retirement home Saint Jean de Lille.
Finally, let us recall one of the many facts indicating the distance separating us from his generation: Jacques Lombard never knew how to type. Madame Flora Petit, secretary of the Centre for African Studies, typed the texts of Georges Balandier (born in 1920), and just like the philosopher, Gilles Deleuze (born in 1925), whose wife Fanny took over this kind of work from Michel Tournier, it was Jacqueline Lombard who typed the texts of her husband.
